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Pizza  --------------------------------- $2.00 
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‭Dear Students and Spectators:‬

‭Welcome to the 67‬‭th‬ ‭annual Medina County Solo and‬‭Ensemble Festival! Through the‬
‭collaboration of the ESC of Medina County and music directors from the participating Medina‬
‭County school districts, this event has provided a creative outlet in a competitive format for‬
‭generations of talented students.‬

‭Whether in the classroom, on the field, or on the stage, Medina County students demonstrate‬
‭amazing talents every year. The time and dedication these students (and their directors) put‬
‭into their craft is beyond comprehension. I am certain this year’s group of talented artists will‬
‭no doubt impress us! The Solo and Ensemble Festival provides an ideal outlet for both‬
‭individual and group performances in a setting of friendly competition. We encourage you to‬
‭support each student and school in that manner.‬

‭A huge thank-you to Buckeye Local Schools for their efforts and for the generous use of their‬
‭facilities for this event. It is a testament to the dedication of the educators and the schools‬
‭they represent in coming together to plan for and facilitate an event such as this in order to‬
‭put the spotlight where it belongs—on the amazing students of Medina County.‬

‭Finally, a thank-you to the audience for celebrating the students here today! Enjoy the show!‬

‭Sincerely,‬

‭Robert A. Hlasko, Ed.D.‬
‭Superintendent‬
‭ESC of Medina County‬

me_bzacharias
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A Note to Parents, Participants, and Directors 

Music directors and the Educational Service Center of Medina County have structured 
the Medina County Solo and Ensemble Festival so that it falls in line with the Ohio 
Music Education Association (OMEA) rules and guidelines for festival competitions. 
With that thought in mind, we are providing these festival rules and regulations for your 
information. 
 
The Medina County Solo and Ensemble Festival provides music students in 
Grades 5-12 (and fourth-grade piano students) with the opportunity to perform, display 
their talents, and receive constructive comments as well as a rating for their 
performances by a qualified adjudicator. Students are eligible to participate if they are 
enrolled in a Medina County school district currently under contract with the ESC of 
Medina County for Fine Arts Festival services. For this school year, that includes: Black 
River, Brunswick, Buckeye, Cloverleaf, Highland, Medina, and St. Francis Xavier 
School. 
 
Adjudicators will continue to take an active role in helping students grow as participants, 
whether they will be participating in the OMEA Solo and Ensemble Festival this year or 
simply attending our county festival. Further, the management of this festival urges 
directors to allow students to participate either for rating or for comments only in an 
attempt to encourage students to participate in the event. The festival is to be used as a 
tool for performance improvement while garnering positive musical experiences for 
young musicians. 
 
Please take a moment to review the next few pages. If you have comments and/or 
suggestions on the running of this festival, please address your comments to: 

Robert A. Hlasko, Ed.D. 
Superintendent 
ESC of Medina County  
330/723-6393 

Greg King, Festival Coordinator 
Buckeye High School 
330/722-8257, Ext. 3038 

 

Comment Sheets 

Music teachers and directors will be responsible for picking up rating sheets and 
adjudicator music from the main school office on the day of the event. Comment sheets 
and music not picked up on the day of the event will be sent to the music 
teacher/director via ESC courier mail during the week following the event. 
 
Only the director or authorized personnel may pick up these sheets. Parents, 
guardians, and students will not be permitted to pick up any rating sheets. 
 

  



 

iv 
 

Conduct 

Please remind your students not to deface any property or remove posters/signs from 
the building. Please use trash containers for all waste materials. No food or beverage is 
allowed outside of the food serving area. Students smoking, drinking, or using any form 
of illegal drugs will be disqualified from the festival and turned over to the legal 
authorities. 
 

Directions to Music Directors 

A. Schools may send as many soloists and ensembles in any event as they desire. 
However, it is recommended that a student NOT enter more than three solo and/or 
ensemble events. A student may NOT compete in the same type of event more than 
once per year (e.g., flute solo). 

 
B. A group with 3-24 members is considered an ensemble. A group with 25-60 

members will be considered an elementary choir or band. 
 
C. The total number of students enrolled in an elementary band or choir may participate 

as long as they rehearse as a choir and all come from the same school. Doubling of 
parts in all groups is permissible. 

 
D. Members of duets MUST be performing DIFFERENT parts (no unison 

playing/singing). A duet, by definition, means two performers, and no more than two 
performers will be considered a duet. 

 
E. Recorder solos and ensembles are permitted and will follow the same rules as for 

instrumental and vocal solos. 
 
F. The use of photographed or otherwise reproduced copies of published music, 

without permission of the publisher, is in violation of the ESC of Medina County’s 
policy and United States copyright laws. In cases where scores are “out of print,” the 
director may secure permission from the publisher to reproduce the scores. The 
director should present the letter of permission from the publisher or music dealer to 
the adjudicator.   

 
G. In determining eligibility for junior high/middle school students, if your school building 

houses sixth graders, your students are considered junior high/middle. If sixth 
graders are housed at the elementary level, sixth graders are considered as 
elementary students. 

 
H. Directors will be permitted to use MP3 recordings or Smart Music Studio to assist 

with accompaniment. The decision will be the director’s, and the director is 
responsible for bringing his/her own equipment for accompaniment. 
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Event Cancellations, Conflicts, and Schedule Changes 

If you have any event cancellations, report them to the festival office as soon as you 
arrive at the festival site. A runner will notify the appropriate room chair of the 
cancellation(s). 
 
Conflicts in scheduling should be reported to the appropriate room chairs first. If no 
solution seems evident, contact the site host or festival chair. Schedule changes will be 
at the option of the adjudicator. 
 

Festival Management 

A. To be accepted, entries must be received by Friday, January 17. 
 
B. Any entry not completed correctly will be returned to the applicant’s director. 
 
C. Directors are expected to be in attendance during the times that their students are 

participating. If this is impossible, someone from that school should be 
predetermined as “director of responsibility” for those students. Rating sheets will not 
be given to students or parents the day of the event. 

 
D. It is the responsibility of each director to notify the festival chair of any conflicts that 

might prevent the festival from running on time. Such conflicts will be honored ONLY 
if written notification on the application form is available. 

 

Homerooms and Warm-Up Rooms 

All contestants should report to their homerooms/warm-up rooms at least 20 minutes 
prior to their performance time. Contestants are expected to appear at their 
performance room at least one event prior to their scheduled time.  
 
All cases, wraps, etc., should be taken to your assigned homeroom upon arrival at the 
festival site. Each school district shall be responsible for leaving its room(s) neat and 
clean. An adult representative or parent should be in your homeroom during the hours 
of your participation. The site school will take no responsibility for lost or stolen items. 
 

Illness 

Students not feeling well on the day of the event should contact their director and 
request to be excused from participating. Likewise, directors not feeling well on the day 
of the event should arrange for a “director of responsibility” to cover their events. 
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Music and Adjudicator’s Score 

Contestants must submit full scores in ensemble events and satisfactory non-duplicated 
copies of solos. (A piano score for either IS acceptable.) The adjudicator will indicate 
the rating the performer deserves but must report on the rating sheet, for the benefit of 
the festival, if the copy submitted is satisfactory.   
 
All manuscript ensemble scores must be accurate, readable, and complete. Refer all 
doubtful cases to the festival chair. 
 
All adjudicator’s scores must be numbered from beginning to end. Failure to have fully 
numbered adjudicator’s scores will result in lowering of the final rating by one level. All 
participating parts must be numbered (when music is used) from beginning to end. 
Failure to have fully numbered parts will result in lowering of final rating by one level. 
 
There will be one adjudicator per school when possible. 
 

Music Requirements 

Note. There is no intent to dictate to the music director what is or is not suitable music 
for performance. However, here are some guidelines. 
 
A. It is suggested that high school events follow the OMEA Competition’s Music Solo 

and Ensemble Listings in their selection of materials. 
 
B. It is suggested that junior high/middle school events follow the OMEA Competition’s 

Music Solo and Ensemble Listings (Class “C”) or other such suitable material. 
 
C. It is suggested that elementary events be especially careful not to choose music that 

is in the form of strictly band music or lesson book material. Attempt to choose music 
that is in the form of elementary solo and/or ensemble music written for the 
instrument or voice. 

 

It is recommended that directors continue to search for a greater variety of literature 
appropriate to the venue and occasion and avoid as much as possible having more 
than three students playing the same composition at the event. We walk a thin line 
with the use of popular music.  

 
D. Please continue to watch the length of solos and ensembles, especially at the 

elementary and junior high/middle school level. It is strongly recommended that 
directors take into consideration that the length of literature to be heard should be 
long enough to allow for a thoughtful and thorough evaluation. It is recommended 
that at least four to five minutes of actual playing time be considered for elementary, 
and five to six minutes for junior high/middle and high school.   

 
E. It is recommended that all duets be true duets (having two parts). Please no 

“unisonettes.” 
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F. It is recommended that solo and ensembles be chosen for students on the basis of 
playability and musical education of the individual performer, rather than on the 
basis of the difficulty of the composition. Adjudicators are instructed to adjudicate 
ALL events on the basis of the musical performance of the composition performed 
without any outside factors. This means that each student will be adjudicated against 
his/her own ability to perform the composition in a musical manner. No “extra points” 
are given for the student who attempts a piece that is beyond his/her ability level. 

 
G. It is suggested that each contestant write his/her name and school on all music. 

Each student is responsible for obtaining his/her music from the room chair after 
performing. Music not picked up will be placed in the festival office in your school 
folder at the end of the day.  

 

Performance Stages 

The public is welcome to listen to any of the performances under the following 
conditions: 

1. No person shall enter or leave any performance room during the performance of a 
selection. 

2. There will be NO talking, whispering, or other distractions from the time the 
soloist/ensemble takes position to perform until the end of the performance. 

3. At the end of a performance, the audience may applaud if they wish. 

NOTE: The use of recordings and/or video or photographic equipment will NOT be 
permitted during any performance in any performance area. This rule is in line with 
United States copyright law. An entire school district can be disqualified for failure to 
comply with this rule. 
 

Programs 

Programs will be available at the registration desk for festival participants. 
 

Ratings 

Ratings will be posted for all schools in the cafeteria.   
 
 Rating of “I”  This is an outstanding performance with very few technical errors  

and exemplifying a truly musical expression. This rating should be 
reserved for the truly musical outstanding performance. 

 Rating of “II”  This is an excellent performance in many respects, but not worthy of  
the highest rating due to minor defects in performance, ineffective 
interpretation, or improper instrumentation.  

 Rating of “III”  This is an acceptable performance but not outstanding. It shows  
accomplishment and marked promise but lacks one or more essential 
qualities. 
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Ratings (cont.) 

 Rating of “IV”  This is a poor performance showing many technical errors, poor  
musical conception, lack of interpretation, incomplete 
instrumentation, or lacking in any of the other essential qualities. 

 Rating of “V”  This is a very poor performance indicating deficiencies in most of the  
essential factors and indicating that much careful attention should be 
given to the fundamentals of good performance. This rating should 
be used sparingly and only when it is possible to cite major faults. 

 

Scale Requirements 

Scales are to be played evenly and smoothly at a tempo between 80 and 120 MM for 
the quarter note.   

Grades 4-5 
Piano Solo One scale, one octave, each hand separately, ascending 

and descending in any key selected by the soloist, with or 
without music. 

String Solo One scale, one octave, ascending and descending in any 
key selected by the soloist. 

Grade 6 
Solo Instruments  
  (piano, string, wind) 

One scale, one octave, ascending and descending in any 
key of soloist’s choosing (piano—both hands together), 
memorized. 

Drum solo Single-stroke long roll or double-stroke long roll. Other 
percussion instruments, no rudiments. For percussion 
keyboard instruments, one scale, one octave, ascending 
and descending in any key of soloist’s choosing. For 
tunable percussion instruments, no scale requirements but 
need to demonstrate the ability to tune the instrument. 

Vocal Solo and/or Ensemble No scale requirements; all music must be memorized. 

Grades 7-8 
Piano Solo One scale in the same key as the solo, memorized, one or 

two octaves, both hands together, ascending and 
descending. 

Winds and Strings Solos One scale in the same key as the solo, memorized, one 
octave ascending and descending. 

Percussion Solo One rudiment from this list of four: 1) single-stroke long 
roll, 2) double-stroke long roll, 3) five-stroke roll, or 4) flam. 
For percussion keyboard instruments, one scale, one 
octave, ascending and descending in any key of soloist’s 
choosing. For tunable percussion instruments, no scale 
required but need to demonstrate the ability to tune the 
instrument. 
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Vocal Solo and/or Ensemble No scale requirements; all music must be memorized. 

Grades 9-12 
Piano Solo One scale, two-octave, both hands together, ascending 

and descending, memorized, in one of the following keys:  
C, F, Bb, Eb, Ab, G, D, A, or E. 

Winds, Strings, and Perc. Mallet One-octave scale, ascending and descending, in one of 
the following keys for that instrument: C, F, Bb, Eb, Ab, G, 
D, A, or E. The soloist may elect to do two or more 
octaves if it is in a comfortable range for his/her instrument 
and shows off the student’s virtuosity. 

Percussion Solo Two rudiments from this list of nine: 1) single-stroke long 
roll, 2) double-stroke long roll, 3) flam tap, 4) single flam 
tap, 5) single paradiddle, 6) ruff, 7) five-stroke roll, 
8) seven-stroke roll, 9) nine-stroke roll. For percussion 
keyboard instruments, one scale, one octave, ascending 
and descending in any key of soloist’s choosing. For 
tunable percussion instruments, no scale required but 
need to demonstrate the ability to tune the instrument. 

Vocal Solo and/or Ensemble No scale requirements; all music must be memorized. 

 

Time Schedule 

A. A maximum time limit of six minutes playing time will be permitted for any solo or 
ensemble. Adjudicators will have the authority to stop any performer who goes 
beyond that time limit. 

 
B. Adjudicating times will be as follows for all events. 
 

1. Eight (8) minutes total for elementary level events 
2. Eight (8) minutes total for junior high/middle events 
3. Ten (10) minutes total for high school events 
4. Fifteen (15) minutes total for elementary bands and choirs 

 

Unloading and Parking 

All activities will be held at Buckeye High School, 3084 Columbia Road, Medina. 
Students should enter the main entrance. Cars and buses should unload at the main 
entrance, then park in any of the school lots. Any car or truck blocking other vehicles or 
entrances will be moved from the lot at the owner’s expense.   
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Special Thanks to Our Community Sponsors 
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Special Thanks to Our Title Sponsors 

· Katherine L. Breitenbucher 

· Melissa Miller 

· Kent and Wendy Morgan 

· Brenda Zacharias 

Special Thanks to Our Individual Sponsors 



* Perform together, 
* Practice hard, and 
* Have a great summer experience. 

 

2025 Medina County Fair 
Honors Choirs, Bands, and Orchestra 

are looking for YOU!!! 
 

Rehearsals are being planned for 
July 21-30 

With our concert at the  
Medina County Fair  

on July 31 at noon and 1 ĕĒ 
 

Concert Band - Grades 4-6 
Elementary Choir - Grades 3-6 

 

Symphonic Band - Grades 6-8 
Youth Choir - Grades 6-12 

 

Orchestra - Grades 5-8 

If interested, contact your director by 
Monday, May 5, 2025. 

Dedicated young musicians and 
vocalists who would like to: 

Program designed by Brenda Zacharias. 


